
Tn. First Notional B~nk in M~rlinton ~as first nam.d tn. 
pocohont.s B~nk, cnartered in IB91 ~itn tn. building built in 
1892 . The building ~aC USRd by. school, the Marlinton OruQ 
Store and by Or. J. W. PrieR beforR beco.tng a bank beeaus f 
economic hards hips during those y.ars, but finally opened· ~n 
1899. Tne first stoc kholders met on Octob.r 25, 1899 Hitn the 
f o llowinQ servino a s directorsl Captain A. F. Mathews Georg. P. 
Moore, L. M. McClintic, John T. McGraw, C. E. e.~rd, C. R 
Durbin, W. A. Braton, Amo s Barl OH, J. P. Moomeu, Lavi Gay, and 8: 
M. Y~ager. November 22, 1899 the directors mat and .l.ct.d 
George P. Moore of Edray as President and R. L. McClaniSh as 
Cashier. They also opened for business that day a. the 
Pocahontas Bank. 

On OctOber 2. 1902, with the permission from the Comptroller 
of CurrRn cy and the stOCkholders, the Pocahontas Bank bee am. a 
national bank and its name bec ame the First National Bank of 
Ma rlinton. Tne national bank opened Hith 2:50 char.s of .tock a-t 
$100 a share for a total of S2!5,OOO of share and ~l!5,OOO a s 
capita l ~tack. The nUH stockholders met on January I, 1903 and 
e l ec ted G. P. Moore, C.E . Beard, L. M. McClintic, N. C. McNeil, 
Or . J. W. Price, Dr. F. T. McClintic, and 9. M. V •• g@r •• Board 
of Directors. The stockholders agreed upon at luast five .nd no 
more than ten directors serving the bank . On January 20, 1903 
the new by- laws were authorized by the Comptroller of the 
Currency. 

In November 1902 the bank burnRd along wlth other building~ 
of the town . The bank furniture wa s saved Hith equipment of the 
Mar 1 i nton and Ronceverte Teiephone Co. whose c~lIlr 0.1 of f i c e WA. 

also in this building. The vault was opened the ne)(t mornlng and 
"All thD money and va luable papers of the bank ware in perfect 
order , and the vault itself was but slightly damaged . " (From 
Pocahgntas Tim&~. Nov. 1902.) The estimated damage to the 
building was SI,500 and the insurance coverage was SI,OOO. The 
bank moved into the old Bank of Ma~linton buildino until the new 
facility was completed. 

On February 13, 1903 negotiations began with Pocahontas 
Deve lopment Co . to eKchanOe four l ots they owned with the First 
National Bank of Marlinton's two lots plus '500 in cash . The 
bank also pu~chased a lot from Paul Golden for S800 on Harch 3, 
1903 that adjoined the four lots. 

A S13,000 contract was made with E. D. King to erect a three 
.tory structure on Hay 6 , 1903. The first floor was for businuss 
r aa.. , Including the post o ffice. The post office was rentad to 
N. C. Mc'~ell and wa s paid SIS a month and furnished heat and 
fl x ur.. . The post office lola!!! given a fiv" year contr.ct on 
April 16, 1907 for '275 ill year. The rent then went to S720 a 
y .ar by Jun. 13, 1911. On June 6, 1927, a ten y •• r 1 •••• 101 •• 
s l gn.d with. cost o f SIb80 a year whi ch included equipment, 
h •• t, Ilghl . , Hater, and powar for an area of 30 by 40 f •• t. Th. 
j~os t o ffi c e InOv.c:r tnto their nlitw building in 1938. The .econd 
fl OfJf'" w • • u s flJ for office. and tho third floor wa. ttl. l1.sonic 



~II. Dn. room In the third floor w ••• l •• ping quarter. for the 
C •• ~I.r. OthQr bu.lness t~~t occupied t~e building during the 
year. Inc lude dl dentist. doctor~. l~wyers, barbers, bR.utl c ian. 
c~ l bu. lnu~., t~xi service, ins urance agancy, s~oe .hop , .y~ 
doctor, find ~ mefl t s~op _'_ <>. ltD -,., .~ ~. -~~ • ..-

Th. b.nk operated with a cashier. a tRller. ~nd a bookkRRper 
until 1919 whRn J. W. Baxter retirQd and Mi.s B.s.i. Baxte,. 
fill.d in •• bookkeeper until Harry Byers was hirRd. Miss eflxt.r 
became a part - timR emp loyee and was USQd as needed. Curing 1920 
.he became th. stenegrapher for tha bank and ~he was the first 
NQMan to be employed. In 1922 Edith Baxter was employgd a. a 
part - time employ~e_ 

The Soard of Directors~at first elected the presidRnt, vice 
prRsident. secretary. and had thrR. commltt •• sl examining 
judging, and a di scount committee. The .xaminlng CONmitte~ 
counted the c ash, examined the notes , expense account., 
overdrafts , bond accounts, and ledgers for sav ings an d checki ng 
accounts semi - annually, then later once a year. The discount 
committee reviewed the notes. The Judging committee was used at 
the stockholdgrs meetings to count sharQs of steck. ThQSQ 
c~itt~~c reported to the board as nRRded. The Bo~rd of 
Directors have a lot morg committees that thgy mus t be involved 
in find regulations to follow. The emploYQes ef the bank were 
eIQcted by the board each year. The first documented vacation 
was given to J. L . Wallace and J. W. Hill on July 18, 1910, each 
recRiving one week's vacation. 

J. A. Sydenstricker was electe d Cfls hier on August 4, 1903 
and served as a director and wa~ Executive Vice President at hi. 
d.ath in December 1955. He a1 50 served as a Class A Director of 
the Federal Resgrye Bank of Richmond for thirtgen years. 

The Farmers and Merchants Bank of this town want ed to 
Coebl n. banks together on August 17, 1931. July 6, 1932 the 
t hr.. b.nks tried to con50lidatg but stockholders were 
uncooper ative. On August 3, 1933 the bank closed, reerganized, 
and r.opvn vd on September 23 , 1933 under the nams ef First 
National Bank La Marlinton . 

The fir&t woman to be nominated for a sRat on the Board of 
Diractcrs was Mattie B. Smith in January 13, 1925, but was not 
.1 Kt~, Thg "',,"I;ond woman , Florsnl;e Morgan, recei Yed a 
no-Ination on January 10, 1933 , but was not e l ected. Not until 
F.oruary 4, 1984 did a woman final l y become a member of the 
~rd . That woman i s , Loui&e M~NR&1 of Hillsboro, WV. She is 
.Ull • "'''-y acti.... membRr today . She had helped with the 
• oc .. hold.... lIIeetino. many years previOuS to be~omin!Ol • 
ell rift: or. 

In I~O. the Fir.t National B~nk in Marlinton mergad with 
'--.nbrl ... Va ll • ., National Sank In Lewisburg into Allegh.ny 
• . .... h .. ,... Corporallon. In 1993 bee.""e part of thR Horizon 
•• "",Ot"'p , Inc. I oc: .. ted In B.ck ley . 

R torne v . ha"'e b •• n, L . M. McClintiC, Allan Edgar, Judge S. 
w •• .rP. "'0"'."' 81-ans , Martin Saffer , Mlcha.l Dc •• , and 
" .... ,..... .. '''0\'''''. 

ft, . IIYlno re ,r..c.t employ... of the Fir.t Natlon.,l Sank 
.", l\arll n ort "I"e ",.. J ...... E. Mi c ha.l - 19B~ and Hr. Willie. R. 



I 
ttcCarty - 1991. 

Tt,. pr ••• nt BOArd 04 Di .... l;tor .... el 1011111 •• E. Kane-
Pr •• ldvnt, Harry J. Wldnay Vie. Pr •• ident, Phil McLaughlin, 
David Hambrick, Beulah Moore, Louis. McNeel, Dola" Irvine, Jam •• 
8."t.,., Jim Ryd .. r Sr., John LaRue, And H,,"'pe ... Nelson. 

Th. pre~ .. nt employees ar8' EKRCutive Vice Pr •• ident and 
CEO - Beulilh D. Moore, Senior Vic:. Pr"sident. - Phillip W. Caln 
and HI. 1 dOl F. 51"1.1 ton. Socrat ..... y to U-, . SO .... d .nd Vi c. Prest dent -
Stell .. C",,11180n , Vic" President and C •• hier - Marvin .. C. l.-vl"e, 
Vice Presidents - Judith S . 0".11" and James E. Cutlip, A •• i.tant 
Vice President and Ha .. d Teller - earb .. ,.a K. Kellison, Operation 
Officers K .. ren G. Mc Coy, Sherry L. Hoora, B.th L. Hill, and 
Angel .. J. Hill, Loan Officer - Brett 6. With .... , Complianc. 
Offlce~ - M~~y K. Clendenen, Ope~ationG Norman E. Walk.~, Julie 
B. Gib~on, P~t~tcia L. C~anQ, Anita O. Nelson, Margaret F. Hall. 
and Ueb~a Kincaid, Collections - G~egory H. Cochran, T.ller. 
France~ McKenney, Susan McMillion, and Mi c helle L. Pyl •• , Part 
Time Teller Oavid A. McClure, Prlmetimer Coordinator 
Ernestine C lark~on , ~nd Custod i an - Ed.el L.Caln. 

The growth of a~setG are reflected in statements of 
1910- $279,469.26 
19 40- $bO~,465.85 

19~O- $1,418,957 .98 
1960- $2,145,256.89 
1970- .6,330,217.00 ~~ 
1980- $23 , 632 ,965.00 
1995- .51,515,171 . 56 

Some interesting accounts from previous meetings of the 
boa~ds; 

"What we call loans were called no tes or p~pers. 

The notes wer. discounted. 
"In 1904 calendars wer~ purchased for the customers . 
'tMarch 8, 1904 an adoih9 mac hine was purchased cost ing 

.375. , /' 
t'Oecember 20, 1904 insur £e was purchased for the 

building for .1.60 for 13.~0 coverage. 
ttOn March 20 , 1906 a 5 reward was offered for the 

capture of person ho forged a number of check. of 
cus tomers of thiJ bank. 

t'June 6, 1909, the 4irst advertising was done In each 
newspaper of the town, cos ting $25 for each paper . 
(The Poc.bgnt.s Times and Marlinton Jpyrnal) . 

' '''pr11 20, 1914 purchased 34 .hares in FedvrOiI R •• erve 
of Richmond Bank at .100 each. 

t'Nove~ber 19, 1917 contributed .25 to YMCA. The first 
document.d donation to • organization, which 
becom •• Ju.t on. of very many from then on . 

ttThe first documented bonus paid to the banks 
eMployee. was on December 20 , 1920. 

" Aprll 5, 1937 purcha.ed a new v.ult door from New 
York Safe and Lock CDmpany from York, PA for .3,800. 
lhl. wa. a vault door. stee l lining, and c.sh locks. 
It w •• brought in by ra ilroad. 

,.We bee •• e • county d . po. ito,-y on July I, 1932 .nd a 



.tat. d.po. itory on April ~, 1937 • 
•• Octob.r 2 , 1950 r.mod.l.d the banking roo. ~nd 

purch ••• d new ~urniture. W. CAll this room the bOArd 
room, but than it W~5 call ed the banking room • 

•• Jun. 195 9, talked about a temperature And tim. clock. 
"1 9~9 a nd 1960 r enovation. to building, al.o adding 

fir ••• cape • • 
•• 1964 - 65 ins talled .a~e deposit boxes, drive-up 

window a nd night depos itory were addad to buildin; 
and parki ng lot was paved. New proo~ machine 
purcha •• d . 

• tI n 1970 comp lete remodeling took place and added a 
•• cond window to drive- up. Security .y.t.m 
tn • • lled . 

•• In 1985 wi th the flood waters, more remodeling was 
inevitable. 


